WINTER 2003

A Day In the
Life of BEAR
Necessities

Marcus is a 12-year-old who has suffered from both abuse and neglect.

He came to the BEAR room with his caseworker early one morning.
He had on jeans that were well above his ankles and a t-shirt that was
not only too small, but it also had several rips in the shoulders. Marcus
was removed from his home in the middle of the night after he ran to
the neighbors asking for help. They called the police after seeing
that Marcus had been beaten. The marks from the beating were visible
and Marcus seemed exhausted. He did brighten up when the BEAR
room volunteer found some jeans and t-shirts that fit him. Marcus
also needed a new pair of shoes. He told the volunteer that his house
had a“plumbing problem”and his shoes were wet and smelled funny.
Marcus was profoundly thankful for his clothes and shoes even
though the volunteer could tell he was in pain and not feeling well.
About one month after this visit, Marcus stopped by the BEAR room
again to say thank you. Since that day, every time Marcus is in the
CPS building for a visit, he stops by BEAR, not to ask for anything, just
to say hello and to thank the volunteers and staff for helping him.

Adam, a frail and dirty five-year-old boy was brought into the BEAR
room by a caseworker wearing only a grimy pair of shorts and no

(continued on page 2)

BEAResource

Hope and help for abused and neglected children



CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
A DAY IN THE LIFE...

shirt nor shoes. The caseworker told a staff member that the
little boy had been found by a law enforcement officer
wandering down a street. The caseworker and the staff
member began to pull jeans and shirts from the rack trying to
determine his size. They then proceeded to start pulling down
various sizes of tennis shoes,since Adam didn’t know his size.

Michelle,a high school senior,was out shopping with
her foster mother for a prom dress. Michelle eagerly picked
out her prom dress, but the foster mother soon realized she
had left the clothing voucher at home. As the foster mother
and Michelle started heading for the exit to go home to get the
voucher,the foster mother became gravely ill in the store and

...after the caseworker cleaned and
dressed Adam, ...he looked and acted like
a totally different child. ...the boy, who
barely spoke when he was broughtin, had
played and talked with staff members.

After the caseworker and staff member finished gathering
clothing and undergarments,the caseworker politely asked the
staff member if there were any towels and soap in the BEAR
room. Since Adam was covered in so much dirt,she wanted to
clean him up before putting on his new clothing. The
caseworker and Adam headed off down the hall,but not before
Adam selected a Hot Wheels car. Later on that day, the
supervisor in the caseworker’s unit stopped by the BEAR room
to say thanks. It seems that after the caseworker cleaned and
dressed Adam,the supervisor said he looked and acted like a
totally different child. Before leaving to go to a foster home,
the supervisor said the boy,who barely spoke when he was
brought in,had played and talked with staff members. She said
he actually seemed to have forgotten about his situation, at
least for a little while.

had to be rushed by ambulance to the hospital. Michelle had
to be placed in a respite (substitute) foster home. Because of
her placement in a new foster home, Michelle could not get to
her clothing voucher.With her prom on Saturday, Michelle’s
caseworker stopped by the BEAR room early one Tuesday
morning to ask if BEAR could possibly purchase the dress.
After getting approval for the special request, the staff member
set up a time to meet the new foster mother to purchase the
dress. About a month later,the same caseworker stopped by to
give the staff member a picture.She said that Michelle was so
happy and thankful to have her dress that she wanted to give
BEAR one of her prom pictures as a token of appreciation.
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Looking ahead, we have already selected a date and location for
the 2004 BEAR The Load Luncheon, our annual fundraiser for
BEAR. The luncheon will take place on Thursday,March 4,2003,at
the River Oaks Country Club. Our keynote speaker will be Lauren
Weisberger, author of The Devil Wears Prada. Heather Herrold
will serve as chair, Kathy Britton and Farley Erikson will be our

underwriting chairs, Courtney Hopson will be our invitations
chair,Joy Randall and Mary Eliza Shaper have agreed to serve as
reservations co-chairs, Shannon Braniff and Leigh Kins will be in
charge of decorations,Candace Dickerson and Stephanie Shanks
are heading up the raffle,and Sandy Campion will serve as enter-
tainment chair. If you would like to find out more information
about the luncheon, please contact BEAR.

Ifyou are interested in becoming a Guild member, PLEASE
join. There are two levels of membership: Active is $35 per year,
for those of you interested in volunteering, and Sustainer is $50
per year. Both levels of membership will be expected to support
the BEAR luncheon, and benefits of membership will include a
coffee and tour of the BEAR Necessities room, as well as other fun
opportunities to gather throughout the year.

PERSPECTIVE

by Katherine Kardesch
Junior League of Houston, Inc. Volunteer

When [ was approached to write an article on my experiences
as a volunteer with BEAR, [ jumped at the chance. [ knew this would
be a great way to convey my feelings about BEAR and my Junior
League experiences with the Agency. It is hard to sum up, in a small
space, the feelings of being so fortunate to be a part of both of these
incredible organizations.

BEAR...BE A Resource for Children’s Protective Services (CPS)
Kids meets the immediate needs of children who become involved
with Children’s Protective Services. Over 1,000 children are seen each
month in the BEAR Necessities rooms. BEAR also provided school
supplies, school uniforms, and shoes to more than 2,000 children for the
2003/2004 school year. BEARing Gifts, a program of BEAR, provides
holiday wishes to more than 5,000 children each year.

After returning from a year of maternity leave, I scoured the
Junior League placement website to find a perfect fit for my needs. |
was a new fulltime mom after working for 11 2 years for the same
company. My children and family were my priority, but I wanted to
continue my devoted commitment to the Junior League. After reading
many descriptions, my first choice was the summer concentrated
placement at BEAR. When I found out that I did indeed receive this as
my placement, I was thrilled.

Soon after training in May 2002, I dove into this new project
with excitement. That feigned excitement never faded. BEAR is a
placement where the volunteers are extremely helpful, since most of
the work is done by Junior League volunteers. Mary Green, BEAR
Director, once said, “The Junior League truly helps us to exist” How
amazing to really know that our time there makes such a difference!
Also, the staff at BEAR is amazing and a delight to be with every day. It
was and is a real treat to volunteer with a wonderful group of people.

In the spring of 2003, I was approached to chair the BEAR
placement. [ was flattered to have been considered and more than
delighted to accept. I thought,another year to be a part of this fantastic
organization and another year to make a difference with these children.

In July, the first BEAR Back to School Party for CPS Kids was
held. More than 200 children involved with CPS, and their caregivers,
attended the party. Multiple stations, run by volunteers (many of whom
were Junior League volunteers), were set up to provide manicures and
face painting. Volunteers assisted in all aspects of this event from
serving food to serving stickers. With volunteer assistance, the children
decorated book covers and chalkboards. Each child received two
school uniforms, a pair of shoes, school supplies, hygiene items,
undergarments, and socks all packaged in a bright, blue duffle bag.
More than 100 children received a haircut; more than 30 children were
able to have their immunizations updated; AND more than 400 hotdogs
and 400 donuts were consumed! Many of these children started school
for the first time with new clothes, shoes that fit, and the appropriate
school supplies. The volunteer efforts allowed these children to feel
very special and to know that many people do care about them.

[ am so grateful to be a part of BEAR and The Junior League of
Houston,Inc. I only hope my efforts affect BEAR and The Junior League
half as much as BEAR and The Junior League have affected me.
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As the year draws to a close,we would like to stop and take a
look back at a year of exciting new programs and exceptional service
that was provided to children under the care of Child Protective Services.

The first annual BEAR Back-to-School Party kicked off the
BEAR Back-to-School Drive in grand style. More than 150 children
enjoyed an afternoon of food, crafts and entertainment. This was
followed by the distribution of school uniforms, school supplies, and
new shoes to over 2,000 children under the care of Harris County
Protective Services for Children and Adults.

Another first for BEAR is a new program aimed at refurbishing
the family visitation rooms at the six CPS offices in Harris County.A total
of three rooms will be completed by the end of the year,with more to
come in 2004.

In addition to the new and expanded programs, BEAR
continues to serve approximately 1,000 children each month in the
two BEAR Necessities rooms.

BEAR owes much of its success to the continued support of
the Houston Community. [ would like to extend a special thank you to
all of our long-term supporters. Through their generous spirit of giving,
they have made a difference in the lives of thousands of children.
BEARIng Gifts, the Christmas project of BEAR, is in full swing ensuring
that over 5,000 children will have a wonderful holiday memory by
having their wishes filled. In 2002, more than10,700 new gifts were
provided to 5,400 CPS kids. We anticipate filling even more wishes this
year!

And last but not least,we would like to say a special thank you
to the creative professionals from the American Marketing Association
(Houston Chapter) and the Public Relations Society of American
(Houston),who donated their time and expertise to the CreatAThon.
Thanks to these individuals BEAR received a new logo and other
marketing services free of charge.

Thank you once again for your continued support of BEAR.

Clay Crawford
Board Chairman

Mary Green
Director of BEAR
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KIDS CAN BE A
RESOURCE ..

BEAR

Justin Treat is a young man who recently completed his Eagle

Scout project by helping BEAR in a big way After meeting
with staff members at BEAR, Justin decided to conduct a drive
for new fleece jackets and new board games for the BEAR
program. Over the course of two months, Justin sent out letters
to members of his Boy Scout Troop, spoke at his stepfather’s
breakfast club meeting, and distributed 1200 flyers to homes
in his neighborhood requesting support for his drive.Thanks
to Justin’s hard work, BEAR now has 240 new jackets and 18
new board games for children under the care of Harris County
Protective Services for Children and Adults.

If you would like to become involved with the Kids Can Be A
Resource program, please contact the BEAR office at 713-940-
5296.

BEARING

GIFIS

BEARing Gifts, the Christmas project of BEAR, provides Christmas
gifts to children under the care of Harris County Protective
Services for Children and Adults,who would otherwise have no
Christmas at all. To help,simply call BEAR to request a gift card or
cards with a CPS child’s name, age, and wishes. Any individual,
family or organization can make the requested gift purchases
and bring them to the Christmas warehouse. Gift cards can also
be picked up in any Bank One lobby as part of the Bank One
Spirit of Christmas. Anyone in the community may select a card,
make the requested gift purchases, and return the gifts to Bank
One.This past year,more than 10,700 new gifts were provided for
5,400 CPS kids.

If you would like to make Christmas brighter for a child under the
care of Harris County Protective Services for Children and Adults,
contact BEAR at 713-940-3087 about sponsoring a child for
Christmas.

CreateAThon

gives BEAR a new ook

BEAR was recently one of only five local nonprofits selected from a
pool of 30 agencies that applied to participate in CreateAThon.
Developed in 1998 by Riggs,a South Carolina marketing solutions agency,
CreateAThon is a national network of communications associations
and agencies looking to help their nonprofit communities by pooling
their advertising,marketing and public relations talent.

Professionals from the American Marketing Association Houston
Chapter and the Public Relations Society of America Houston Chapter
worked on Thursday,September 11,2003, from the early evening into the
late night developing new marketing materials for BEAR,including a
new logo,brochure and marketing communications plan for BEAR’s
various projects all pro bono. Thanks to the diligent efforts of Eydie
Pengelly, Bart Darling, Lynette Malone, Greg Smith, Keri Stooksbury;
Barbara Bronstein,Jodie Brivic,Allen Brivic,Anton Sirlin,Sandy Flint,April
Sutton and Susana Valenzuela,BEAR is proud to unveil its new logo in
this newsletter.



BEAR APPRECIATES OUR

BEAR would like to extend a special THANK YOU to the following individuals
and corporations that made a monetary or inkind donation in 2003:

ABC Quilts

Adrianne Graham
All Pro Cleaning Services, Inc
Allyson Lawson
American Express One
Amy Liebman

Amy Mayes

Angie Hellman

Ann McCarroll

Anna Perez

Anne Lamkin Kinder
Anne Romano

Anne Stewart
Annette Garcia
Annette Rodriguez
Auchan USA, Inc.
Baly Projects Inc.
Bank One

Barbar Kilpatrick
Barbara Colbert
Barbara Coumos
Barbara Richey
Barbara Sanborn
Barry Blumenthal
Barry Hunsaker
Belia Ramirez
Bellaire High School
Beth Bruhl

Bethany Hughes
Betty Luntz

Beverle Grieco

Bob Means

BOMA

BondPro,Inc.

Books Are Fun Ltd.
Borden’s

Bosshamer Glass Company;Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Greater Houston
Bret Sanders

Brian Shipley
Buckner Children & Family
Camile Churchill
Candace Dickerson
Carol Buckley

Carol Carter Lance
Carol Kersee

Carol Mohrman
Carol Tilotta

Carolyn Cordill
Carolyn Matthews
Carroll Browning
Cassandra Flores
Catherine Christen

Catherine Morgan
Catherine Mosbacher
Cathleen Davis
Celia Chotiner
Charlene Geiss
Charles Edwards
Charles Taylor
Charlotte Brake
Charlotte Pennye
Christine Bergsieker
Christine Drusch
Christy Rowland
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints
Cindy Brown
Cindy Burnet
Cindy Johnson
Cindy Steele
Colleen Budde
Colleen Chang
Commonwealth Land Title
Conceicao Feghali
Connie Rankin
Constructors & Associates, Inc.
Craig Hausman
Crescent
Cristina Buaas
Cynthia Franklin
Dafft & CompanyInc.
Daris Renshaw
Darren Carrington
David Picone
Dearborn & Creggs
Debbie Gibson
Debbie Haddix
Deborah Dalton
Deborah Mulanax
Deborah Pruett
Deborah Sondock
Debra Harrell
Denise Bridges
Denise Hartman
Denise Mauhugh
Denise Oncken
Diana Ward
Discovery Toys
Don Menard
Don Sanders
Donna Buchanan
Donnie Flanigan
Dori Wind
Dr.& Mrs.Richard Tebo
Dr.Barry Troyan

Dr.Trac McAdoo

Elizabeth Baxter

Elizabeth Grimm

Elizabeth McCabe

Elizabeth Meacham

Elizabeth Mercer

Elizabeth Shrout

Elizabeth Tramonte

Ella Lareau

Emily Clay

Enid Rosenfeld

Episcopal Church of the Good

Esther Forbus

Evelyn Du Mey

Evelyn Milan

Evelyn Powell

Events A La Cart

Faith Lutheran Church

Fannie Parker

Farley Erikson

Farrah Golpayegani

Fred Simmons

Gail Shipley

George Payne

Global Marine Corporate

Hamilton Lodge No.74

Heather Herrold

Heather Philmon

Heidi Armstrong

Heidi Beale

Helen Norton

Hermes Commerical

Holland Mortgage Corporation

Holly Montalbano

Houston Area Association of Personnel
Consultants

Houston Jewish Community

.G.C. Construction, Inc.

Immy Papadopoulos

Jack Goldfield

Jackie Ritchie

James Coney Island

Jan Wheeler

Jana Beth Bane

Jane Bland

Janet StansburryM.Ed.

JeanneTitherington Nutter

Jennifer Donnan

Jennifer Gould

Jill Gracely

Jo Ann Golden

Jo D.Miller

Jo Lynn Lawhon

Jo Nell Smith

Joanne Castleberry

Joanne Pinkett

Jodi Miller

John E. Johnson Interests

John Garrett

John Heideman

John J. Smither

John PMcGovern Foundation

John Toussaint

Joseph Kleckauskas

Joy Randall

Judge Jeannine Barr

Judy Nyquist

Julianne McClung

Julie Presswood

Junior League of Houston, Inc.

Justin Haedicke

Kappa Kappa Gamma Charitable Foun-
dation

Karin Telfer

Katherine Walker

Katherine Zay

Kathi White

Kathryn Burton

Kathryn Calicchia

Kathy Britton

Kathy Doyle

Kathy Sanders

Kelli Watson

Kelly Cherry

Kelly Edwards

Kim Strange

Kim Whittington

Kimberly Miller

Kimberly Sullivan

Klein Forest High School

Krisinda Caywood

Krispy Kreme

Krissi Reid

Kristen Kors Buck

Kristin Poe

L.B.Windham

Lakewood United Methodist Church

Larry Whaley

Laura Favaloro

Laura Johnson

Laura May

Lauren Friedman

Leigh Askew

Liane Phillips

Linda Renshaw

Lisa Arnold



DONORS

Lisa Hensley

Lisa Walker

Lisa Zummo

Locke Liddell & Sapp LLP
Lone Star Sam’s RV Club
Lorna Magnus

Lynda White

Lynn Swanson

Marble Slab Creamery,Inc.
Margaret Ale

Maria Magdalena De Leon
Maria Tresten

Maria Troegel

Marsha Murray

Marvene Eastham

Mary Basden

Mary Beth Staine

Mary Enerson

Mary Gracely

Mary Green

Mary Lucci

Mary Morrison

Mary Willingham

Maureen Barron

Meg Green Branch
Melanie Worthington
Melissa Kangieser

Mellody Panzer

Merle Hunsaker

Mescla Gifts

Michael Strutton

Michele Feagin

Michele Grace

Michele Stoll

Michelle Cash

Michelle Gates

Morris Shalit

Mosbacher Foundation,Inc.
Mourad Badir

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Tabor, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Hunsaker, Jr.
Mr.& Mrs.Benny Quinton
Mr.& Mrs.Charles L.Hamilton
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Crawford
Mr.& Mrs. Dan Castaneda
Mr.& Mrs. David Klutts
Mr.& Mrs.Gary Johnson
Mr.& Mrs. George Ford
Mr.& Mrs.James A.Tatem III
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bracewell
Mr.& Mrs.John Burpeau
Mr.& Mrs.John Gregoire
Mr. & Mrs.John H.Crooker, Jr.
Mr.& Mrs.John Kelley

Mr.& Mrs.John Spalding
Mr.& Mrs. Kelly Matthews
Mr.& Mrs.Randall Cedeno
Mr.& Mrs.Raymond Desola
Mr.& Mrs.Scott Atlas

Mr.& Mrs.Stephen Tipps

Mr.& Mrs.Tom English
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Miller
Nanacy Gordon

Nancy Cooke

Nancy Irvin

Nancy Kinder

Nancy McGregor
Nancy Osborn

Nancy Steele

Nancy Talkington
Nathan Shipley
National Charity League
National City Mortgage Co.
Naueen Safdar

Noel Anne Holmes
Paige Erwin

Patricia Miller

Patricia Sauto

Paula Licona
PaulaTosch

Payless Shoe Source
Payne Foundation
Pearl’s Master Floor Co.
Phelps Dunbar,L.L.P
Pratt & Malon PC
Prescilla Burnett
Project Linus

Pushpa Bhagat

R & T Architects, Inc.
Ramona Brady
Rebecca Bratton
Rebecca Eisenberg
Rhonda Fertig

Richard Carrasco
Richard Faig

Richard Lourie
Richard Pinkerton
Richard Vincent

Reese Baker

Rob Dunn

Robin Hargrove

Robin Smith

Robyn Vermeil

Ron Robertson Insurance
Rosarch Healthcare Corporation
Roy Huffington

Ruppel Construction
Samina Farid

Samina Mahmood
Sandra Eshelman

Sara Barnwell

Sara Cannon Underwood
Sarah Bellows

Sarah Castaneda
Sarah Parks

Sarah Sullivan Stewart
Sarah Tyler

Scott Fenter

Scott Martin

Shannon Braniff

Sharlat Matak

Shelley Wolf

Sherry Robinson

Sheryl Andrews

Shi-Hang Huang

Sicuro Design Association, Inc.
Smith,Graham & Co.
Sondra Satterwhite

Sonya Rodriquez
Southwest Commercial Building
Spirity Productions
St.John’s School
St.Thomas More School
Stephanie Armstrong
Stephanie Greaves
Stephanie Hamilton
Stephanie Levy
Stephanie Shanks
Stephanie Valenzuela
Sterling Bailey, Jr.

Sterling By Carolyn
Steven Weisberger
Structuneering Inc.

Sue Crawford

Sue Lynn Ramsey

Susan Janik

Susan Pereira

Susan Worscheh
Susannah Schorlemer
Suzanne Snow

Swalm Foundation

Sylvia Rodriguez

Tara Mize

TGF Precision Haircutters
The Charity Giving Station
The Children’s Fund

The Container Store

The Houston Texans Cheerleaders
The Post Oak School

The Ronald McDonald House
The Village School
Theresa Atkinson
Theresa Gaskamp
Theresa Webster

Tin Penny Scents

Tina Shaw

Traci Castleberry

Trisha Mohle

Valorie George

Van’s Skatepark

Vickie Yost

Virginia Becker

William Steiner

William Tresten

Williams Grimes

Wise BBG

Wolff-Toomim Foundation
Zindler Service Co.,Inc.

THANKYOU,

BEAR

VOLUNTEERS

BEAR extends a special

THANK YOU to

following individuals who

volunteered in 2003:

Andrea Capellas
Buffy Martines
Carol Christ

Cathy Boyle

Cindy Miller
Courtney Hoffman
Dave Bennett
Dena Scott

Diane Nolen
Frank Chin
Heather Aycock
Jane Ivey

Jeff Rocheleau
Jena Smith
Jennifer Jeffery
Joey Massey

Julie McMahon
Julie Raley

Karen Horne
Karin Telfer

Kate Dalton
Katherine Bousquet
Katherine Kardesch
Kathy White

Keri McDermott
Kelli Watson

Kelly Reinhold
Kim Trippon

Kristin Helfand
Laura Hutchinson
Laura Morales
Laura Spalding
Lauren Bennett
Loren Raun

Mary Ann Whitfield
Mary Enerson
Medina Modjaddedi
Melissa Kangieser
Meredith Schlanger
Michele Still

Mike Sanguineti
Rachel Crutchfield
Sally Gardner

Sara Brayton
Sheryl Becker
Stephanie Greaves
Susan Cone

Susan Hellinger
Susan Whitney
Theresa Paradise
Tonya Hughes
Wyn Smith
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FAMILY  VISITATION
ROOMS RECEIVE A
MAKEOVER COURTESY

"BEAR

The “before” and “after” pictures will explain
BEAR’s determination to meet the challenge of
redecorating 20 family visitation rooms by
August 2004. These previously dark, dreary
spaces are now bursting with color, fun carpet,
storage space and interactive pieces. Family
visitation rooms are used for family visits
between children who are in CPS custody and
their parents and other family members . Most
children are able to visit their parents only twice
monthly for one hour each visit. BEAR would
like this limited time to be as meaningful as
possible. BEAR has completed three rooms with
new cheerful paint and seating including a rocking chair. BEAR
is also planning to develop the upkeep of the rooms as a service
project for various
school groups, church
groups and other
organizations. If you are
interested in sponsoring
a room or its upkeep
please contact Mary
Green at 713-940-5296.
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